Increase in IP3 precedes alpha-adrenoceptor-induced increase in force of contraction in cardiac muscle.
In electrically driven left auricles isolated from rat hearts the alpha 1-adrenoceptor agonist phenylephrine increased inositol trisphosphate (IP3) and force of contraction. The increase in IP3 preceded the increase in force of contraction, indicating that the alpha 1-adrenoceptor-mediated increase in IP3 and force of contraction may have been causally related.